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The whole history of civilization is strewn with
creeds and institutions which were invaluable at first,
and deadly afterwards.

Strong beliefs win strong men, and then make them
stronger.

So long as there are earnest believers in the world,
they will always wish to punish opinions.

An inability to stay quiet, an irritable desire to act
directly, is one of the most conspicuous failings of
mankind.

When great questions end, little parties begin.

A great English divine has been described as always
leaving out the principle upon which his arguments
rested; even if it was stated to him, he regarded it as
far-fetched and extravagant.

Poverty is an anomaly to rich people. It is very
difficult to make out why people who want dinner do
not ring the bell.

Some of Bagehot's general reflections on the universe,
and on life and human nature deserve to be remembered.

Taken as a whole, the universe is absurd.

A cold, cynical wisdom particularly disapproves of
most men's best actions.

Nothing is more unpleasant than a virtuous person
with a mean mind.

It is good to be without vices, but it is not good to
be without temptations.

The greatest mistake is trying to be more agreeable
than you can be.

Life is a school of probability.

The great pleasure in life is doing what people say
you cannot do.

XIX

Among more modern writers, Samuel Butler, the author
of Erewhon, like Samuel Butler, the author of Hudibras,